
 

 

Excellence Together with Christ at the Centre 

What is the ‘expected standard’ for writing 
in Year 2? 

 

This document* contains a collection of work from a real year 2 pupil, Kim (whose name has been 
changed), that meets the requirements for ‘pupil can’ statements within the statutory teacher 
assessment framework for ‘working at the expected standard’. It shows teachers how they might 
judge whether a pupil has met the relevant standard. 
 
The collection consists of a sample of evidence (7 pieces) drawn from a wider range of the pupil’s 
writing. Pieces have been selected specifically to exemplify the statements relevant to the ‘expected’ 
standard at which Kim is working, but the pupil’s wider range of writing will contain elements 
relevant to the other standards in the English writing framework. 
 

Pupils who are working at the expected standard will be able to do the following independently: 
 

 write simple, coherent narratives about personal experiences and those of others (real or 

fictional)  

 write about real events, recording these simply and clearly 

 demarcate most sentences in their writing with capital letters and full stops, and use 

question marks correctly when required 

 use present and past tense mostly correctly and consistently 

 use co-ordination (e.g. or / and / but) and some subordination (e.g. when / if / that / 

because) to join clauses 

 segment spoken words into phonemes and represent these by graphemes, spelling many of 

these words correctly and making phonically-plausible attempts at others 

 spell many common exception words 

 form capital letters and digits of the correct size, orientation and relationship to one another 

and to lower-case letters 

 use spacing between words that reflects the size of the letters. 

 

 
* based upon Teacher Assessment Exemplification: End of Key Stage 1 English Writing - Working at the 
expected standard: Kim published the Standards and Testing Agency (2018) 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/680753/
2018_exemplification_materials_KS1-EXS__Kim_.pdf 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/680753/2018_exemplification_materials_KS1-EXS__Kim_.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/680753/2018_exemplification_materials_KS1-EXS__Kim_.pdf


 

 

Excellence Together with Christ at the Centre 

 

 

 

  



 

 

Excellence Together with Christ at the Centre 

 

 

 

  



 

 

Excellence Together with Christ at the Centre 

 

 

  



 

 

Excellence Together with Christ at the Centre 

 

  



 

 

Excellence Together with Christ at the Centre 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

Excellence Together with Christ at the Centre 

 

  



 

 

Excellence Together with Christ at the Centre 

 

 

  



 

 

Excellence Together with Christ at the Centre 

 

 


